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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A rod clip comprising r 

a first portion having a top surface with a recess and 

a bottom surface, 

a second portion hinged to the first portion, said 
second portion having a top surface and a bottom surface, wherein 
folding the second portion over the first portion forms a channel 
for retaining the rod; 

a lever retaining device disposed on one of the first 

and second portions; and 

ctL lecibL uxie-iua-ieLciiiiii+y Lab dispo b^a uii Lh^ Ll±3t 
po xllua, betid iod-iuL*ininy Idb cidcipL^a Lu re tain a rod in Lhe 
recess prior lo JulJing Llud second portrutr uvta b tae tirr^tr^ortrrm 

four rod- retaining tabs , two tabs beincr disposed 
noosing each other on one e nd of said recess and two tabs being 
disposed opposing each other on anot her end of s aid recess, a top , 
portion of said tabs protruding into a space abo ve the recess , so 
that a rod can be snapped into said recess over said tabs and 
retained in said re^ss until t h e seco nd portion is folded over 
the first portion . 
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Claim 2 (Original) : The rod clip according to claim 1, 
wherein the hinge is formed by apertures on sides of one of the 
first and second portions and corresponding protrusions on the 
other of the first and second portions, said protrusions 
extending into the apertures to allow pivoting of the first and 
second portions with respect to each other. 

Claim 3 (Original) : The rod clip according to claim 1, 
wherein the areas of the first and second portions that form the 
channel are threaded so as to securely retain a correspondingly 
threaded rod. 

Claim 4 (Original) : The rod clip according to claim 1, 
wherein the locking device comprises a latch on one of the first 
and second portions, and a recess on the other of said first and 
second portions, wherein said latch snaps into said recess to 
lock the first and second portions together. 

Claim 5 (Original) : The rod clip according to claim 1, 
wherein the lever retaining device comprises a protrusion 
extending below the bottom surface of one of said first and 
second portions. 

Claim 6 (Original) : The rod clip according to claim 5, 
wherein the protrusion comprises a cylinder having latches to 
engage a lever. 
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Claim 7 (Original) r The rod clip according to claim 5, 
wherein the protrusion includes wings extending outward from the 
protrusion to engage a lever. 

Claim 8 (Canceled) . 

Claim 9 (Original) : The rod clip according to claim 1, 
wherein the rod clip is produced already assembled in a one-step 
injection molding process. 

Claim 10 (Canceled) . 

Claim 11 (Currently Amended) : The rod clip according to 
claim 1 *e # wherein the tabs are integrally formed with the rod 
clip- 
Claim 12 (Previously Presented) : The rod clip according to 
claim 1, wherein the lever retaining device is formed by an 
extension of one of the first and second portions, the extension 
comprising a first leg, a second leg pivotally and integrally 
connected to the first leg and an end section, such that folding 
the second leg over the first leg forms the lever retaining 
device and causes the end section to abut the top surface of the 
respective first or second portion. 

- A - 

ft.!VPments\AVAWSCHER 3d (CIP)\Am:n<imenl HI 0t wpd 


PAGE 5f6 * RCVD AT 511712005 1 1:49:40 AMI [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1I2 1 DNIS:87M306 1 CSID:516 365 9805 1 DURATION (mm-s$):01-52 


